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We recognise and acknowledge the traditions and culture of
the Wurundjeri people. We honor their Elders, past and
present. We extend our respect to the children of
community who are the future custodians of Country.
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Aboriginal Children and Families Agreement

statement is to drive collaboration anad
reform and create a fair, just and restorative
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children.

The purpose of the Beyond Good Intentions
child and family welfare service system for
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I 80.7% of Aboriginal children in care live with
| relatives or kin. Only 41.8% are with Aboriginal or
| Torres Strait Islander family/community. |
I

| Kinship care must focus on connecting family, culture and |
| community as central to a child’s wellbeing l
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Kinship care must be reimagined.
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. l In 2023 - 24, the number of Aboriginal children in oohc e
iIncreased to 2,867.

This is 20.6 times the rate of non-Aboriginal children in out-of-
home care.

[First Peoples, State Relations, 2024]




Kinship is not a placement - it’s a practice; t’s truth-telling and resistance. It keeps families together and stories strong, even in the face of the ongoing impacts of colonisation.



Participants

Aboriginal and Tormes

Strait Istander children,
familles and young peopls
engaged with kinship case
manapers through Aboriginel
commmunityconirolled
organisationa (ACCO's).

ACCO's delivaring funded
formalised statutory kKinship
Care.

ACCO"s delivering unfunded
statutory and woluntary
kinahdp carae.

Activities/ Inputs

Embed SEWE in all kinghip
programsa: fund apeclallsed

support for ACCO staff.

Embed Soclal, emotional,
wellbaing frameawark in
all kinghlp programsa: fund
aspecialized support for
carers and famidlbes.

Incresss funding, flesibdlity,
and Brokerage ACCOs nead
apecialized roles, training,
and salary transparancy.

Consdstent funding for place-
based sarvice deliveny: with
& tfocus on Increased health
sarvices,

Fulty funded and recognised
voluntary kinahip care:

thiz Iz earty Intersention
and requires matarial aid,
brokerage and casework
to keep tamilies outside of

statutory systemas.

Change Mechanism

Tranater of Power and AuthorityACCOs are granted
real dactsbon-making authority over approvala,

cuttural planning, brokerage, and placemeant
rnatching.

This directly responds to the Yoorrook Juathce

Commission recommendations and aligne with
UNDRIP'E right to self-determination.

Embedding Cultural Practice aa the System
Standarnd

Acultural definition of kinshlp care sits slongside
the statutory defindtion, ensuring policy recognises
kinship as & cultural practice, not just a service
dedivery.

Sanvice delivery models reflect Aboriginal ways of

knowing, being, and doing, with SEWB frameworks
as thelr foundation.

Resourcing and Support as Stablizing Forces
Carars recahss, falr financial paymenta, with

brokeraga and respite embadded as rights, not
axcaptions.

Workforce roles are clarfied and resourced, with

reflective superdsion and flexibility to respond to
tamilies on cultural terms.

Violuntary kKinghip care is funded as & standalons
aarly intersention program - placebased and co-
deslgned by local ACCOsE.

Pressention and Reundfication as Core Drivers

Voluntary kinghip care is recognizad, implementad,

and supported as an early Intervention.

Reunification |a prioritized wherever safe and
possible, with ACCOs leading contact, family
support, and tranzition planning.

Short Term

The cultural definition
of kinghlp |s formally
edopted alongside
statutory definitions;
creating a better

understanding of the
trua definition of kinghip
care from an Aboriginal

perspactive.

Kinship carers recete
equitable payments from
tha start of placemeants,
with simpler access fo
brokerage, creating a
gtronger undarstanding of
economic sustainability.

ACCD staft raport
increasad role clanty
and access to reflective

suparvision.

Carers have accaess

to ACCO-run training,
pear groups, and resphte
support.

Children and carers
Expeariancs more
responsive and flexibls
support through ACCOs
who have more declsion
making powers.

Outcomes

Medium Term

SEWE principlses ara
consistantly embeadded
increasing positive

engagament for staft,
carers and familes.

ACCOs funded to deliver
place-basad care,
tallored for reglonal
garvice delivery that
address geographic
barriers and buld
stronger community
nabworks.

Voluntary kKinship cara
I& formally recognised
and resourced as
early intervention and
prewention, reducing
gtatutony iInvolvemeant.

Famllies expariencs
greater continuity of cans,
with reunification activety
supportad where safe
and posaible

Long Term

Aboriginal children
consalstantly grow up
connected to family,
culture, and Country, with
identity and belonging
recognisad a8 cantral to
wellbaing.

DFFH prioritises the
wellbeing of ACCOs,
Communities, families,

and carers egqually.

ACCDs exanciss full
authority over kinship
care decislon-making,
ghifting the syatem
from statutory-led

to community-led
EovEMance.

Placement rates stabllize
and over-representation
of Aboriginal children

in out-of-home care (=
reduced; proven impacts
of funded woluntary
kinship care as an earky
intervantion.

A culturally grounded
kinship model operates
&8 8 sustainable
glternative to statutory
kinship care, ensuring
interganerationsal
healing and stronger
communitias.

Impacts

Sall-determination

ACCOs hold authority in
kinship cara, ensuring
decisdons are led by the
community, not imposed

by gowernment. Children
Erow up surroundead by
tamity, cultiure, and Country,
building lifelong belanging
and resilbenca. Family |s
priontised, returning to
kinship &8 a cultural practics,
not & service dalivery model.

Raduced aver-
representation

Prioritizing prevention,
earty intervention and
reunification; expanding
the understanding of family
through a cultural lens.

Eazaping childran in
community and on
Country. Fully funded
voluntary kinghip care,
recodnissd and supported
as tha community-lad esrly
Intervention it is.

Healing supports

SEWE |2 embedded into care,
creating traurna-informed,
culturally safe supports

for carers, workers, and
children.

Sustainable model

An Aboriginal-lad kinship
care systam stands as a
parmanent alternathee,
groundead in cultura and the
nrcanintban Af rosldaniigl
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“We don’t call it kinship or respite;
we just call it family.”

- Dhauwurd-Wurrung Elderly & Community
Health Service
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