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Introduction

Å Project to deliver an Aboriginal-led 

Aboriginal health, wellbeing & safety 

evaluation framework for:

- Family violence 

- Health

- Wellbeing and 

- Child safety

Å Relates to conference theme of building 

evidence base for Aboriginal programs & 

services to improve outcomes for 

Aboriginal children and families



Introduction

Project deliverables

Å an overarching evaluation framework 

Å Literature review on cultural determinants of health

Å individual monitoring, evaluation and accountability plans (MEAôs) &

Å an implementation toolkit 

for:

Å Dhelk Dja: Safe Our Way ïStrong Culture, Strong Peoples, Strong Families

Å Korin Balit Djak: Aboriginal health wellbeing and safety strategic plan 2017-2027 

Å Balit Murrup: Aboriginal social and emotional wellbeing framework 2017-2027 

Å Wungurilwil Gapgapduir: Aboriginal Children and Families Agreement.



Background

Å DHHS tender seeking Aboriginal-led project team

Å VACCA has partnered with University of Melbourne

Å Aboriginal people told the department more work needed to ensure 

Aboriginal people leading evaluation and monitoring of Aboriginal health, 

wellbeing and safety programs across Victoria. 

Å Key priorities in the plans strongly point to the need for an evaluation 

framework, including:

- Aboriginal-defined measures of progress relating to Aboriginal health, wellbeing 

and safety

- strengthening evaluation capacity in Aboriginal health, wellbeing and safety 

- Aboriginal-led and informed evaluation, innovation, and evidence gathering



Purpose

ÅRecognise and act on Aboriginal knowledge, expertise and strengths

ÅMonitor and measure impact of four key strategies

ÅEmbed cultural factors into mainstream servicesô evaluative practice

ÅStrengthen evaluative capability across the sector

ÅBuild Aboriginal-defined evidence of what works in Aboriginal HW&S

ÅBetter outcomes for Aboriginal Victorians



Innovation

Framework acknowledges Aboriginal expertise 

and cultural knowledge as a legitimate source of 

truth that is integral for providing evidence of 

Victorian Aboriginal health, wellbeing & safety



ÅEvaluation forms, approaches, 

design and delivery that:

- Better reflect Aboriginal knowledge, value 

systems & perspectives & priorities

- Honour cultural norms

- Better support co-construction of knowledge 

within local Aboriginal community contexts

- Improve the benefits of evaluation for 

Aboriginal people
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